Montague Art and Craft Society Inc

Newsletter October 2021
President’s Report

(note this publication may contain images of people
who have passed on)

I hope everyone is faring
well during these difficult
times. I realise the truth of
the old saying “always ask a
busy person if you want
something done” because
they always seem to be able
to fit in one extra job.
However, when we are not
busy because of Lockdown the reverse is true, it
seems to be so hard to scrape up the drive and
enthusiasm to get things done. People reassure
me it’s not just me.
As you know The MACS Art Exhibition was
cancelled as we are still in Lockdown until
possibly the 11th October. We will also postpone
the AGM until November. However, if we are able
to hold the AGM at the Studio we will be very
much restricted on numbers. Because of that I
will ask you to please send in any questions you
might have wanted to ask and to please; please;
please fill in nomination forms to elect the new
Committee.
As far as the AGM is concerned I sent the
nomination forms out in last months Newsletter
and will include them in this one as well. Please
try to allocate some time to being a part of the
future of MACS.
The Committee will welcome your feedback and
ideas for going forward, it has been a difficult
period and much has changed over the past two
years.
Where do you see MACS going in the future?
Should we concentrate on Exhibitions,
Workshops Community Studios, networking and
social interaction or should we focus more on the
digital world in case we have a protracted period
of isolation.

River of Art have shown us the way forward if we
choose to keep going with digital. I am sure you
join with me in thanking them for their innovative
approach to make sure our artists are not
forgotten and will still achieve recognition for
their work.
MACS is included and thanks go to Nalda
Paterson, Janet Jones, Alison Spurgeon, Judy
Glover and Judi de Smeth for their contribution
to the River of Art Festival. Work is also included
on our own MACS web site. Please send in photos
of your artwork as there are no limits.
Please use the link below to see the virtual
Exhibitions.

Visit the River of Art Website
It seems the world has changed a lot during this
COVID pandemic with technology making huge
inroads. QR codes were just the beginning, those
who were able to attend our IT classes at the
beginning of the year should be very happy with
what they have learned. I know there were things
I learned that I need as the world changes so
much.
Thanks to those who have already sent in their
entries via email to macsartnarooma@gmail.com.
Perhaps we should have a People’s Choice vote for
the artwork. We can do that by email and
comments on Facebook. If you think it is a good
idea please let us know at;
macsartnarooma@gmail.com
It is disappointing not to have the Exhibition
again this year but next year should be even
bigger as we all go forward to a new normal.
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A reminder that the following Committee
members have agreed to stand for nomination:
Alison Spurgeon
Fiona Lyall
Rosy Williams
Julie Hartley
Gillian Kearney
Christine Macauley
Neil Burnside
Committee members who have chosen to retire
and not stand for nomination:

The Bush Telegraph school holiday
program (Rosy Williams)
The Bush Telegraph program is still on hold due
to covid restrictions and uncertainty.
Hopefully, by the January holidays, we will be
able to hold more workshops for kids at the
Studio, so please be ready to put your hand up to
Tutor for just One children’s Workshop showing
kids a fun skill that you enjoy too!
Let MACS know please via email
macsartnarooma@gmail.com

Judy Glover
Viv Wood
Thanks to Rosy for the photographs in this
Newsletter. Many of these you will recognise and
smile when you see the faces and remember the
times.
Best Wishes and Stay Safe
Christine

MACS VISION
A place to work together in creative groups.

MACS STUDIOS

Workshops for members to upgrade and
diversify their skills.

Currently Suspended due to COVID

Opportunities for members to exhibit their work.
What we Do
MACS is a not-for-profit organisation providing
members and the community with workshops and
work groups. We encourage creativity in a social
fun environment as well as education and
promotion of the arts.
MACS is a welcoming and inclusive organisation
In the meantime if you have any stories, questions
or need more information please email:
macsartnarooma@gmail.com
We would love to hear from you.

Mondays
Stained Glass (Leadlighting) Group
Tuesdays

Textiles with Judy Glover
En Plein Air with Marg Moran (not in studio)

Wednesdays
Mosaics with Judy Gordon
Ceramics with Jilly Johnston
Thursdays
Tidy up 10 – 11am
Fridays
Life Drawing with Janet Jones 10:00 till noon
Could drawers please arrive in plenty of time to
set up, so there is no interruption to the initial
short poses. Fees; $15 members, $18 nonmembers plus;
Studio attendance cost of $3 - to cover tea, coffee,
milk, heating etc. (applies to all workshop
and studio participants)
download forms
https://macsartnarooma.com.au/forms/
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Just to give us something to smile
about in this COVID world

River of Art
Virtual Festival
Visit our website and explore the virtual
experiences of this year’s festival!
Explore 11 Virtual Exhibitions from local artists
and art organisations and 64 artist profiles in
our Arts Directory.
We are busy adding more content to the
website every day or two, so follow us on
Instagram and Facebook to keep up to date. We
have one or two more projects in the works so
stay tuned!

Visit the River of Art Website

Two grandmothers were bragging about their
precious darlings. One of them says to the
other, “Mine are so good at social distancing,
they won’t even call me.”
Who’s idea was it to sing “Happy Birthday”
while washing your hands? Now every time I go
to the bathroom, my kids expect me to walk out
with a cake.
My husband purchased a world map and then
gave me a dart and said, “Throw this and
wherever it lands—that’s where I’m taking you
when this pandemic ends.” Turns out, we’re
spending two weeks behind the fridge.
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Memories of pre COVID times

June Welsh and Elaine Passfield
2013 MACS Art Exhibition

Josie Elliott with Judy and John Glover admiring
the mix of art and crafts at the showing
Cheryl Hill beside her oil painting of Pooh’s
Corner on the Clyde Mountain.

Part of the hard working team that put the
member’s art on show; from left, Janet
Jones, Anne-Maree Kape, Margaret Moran, and
Pam Tacheci.
Oung Nienattrakul with Tony and Dianne
Pye, part of the friendly team of MACS artists and
volunteers.
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2013 Continued from previous page

2014 Rita Wagner’s Book Launch
“Menopause Makes Mummy Mental”

2013 Jennifer Hawkins with Robert and Rita Wagner
enjoying the variety of work shown.

2014 Boat’s Afloat Art Exhibition

Irene Berry, Giovanni Carrus, Anne-Maree
Kape. Front row, Dianne Webster, left, with author
Rita Wagner signing copies of her new book.

Background: (Rita an artist and writer of two
published children’s books lives at Mystery
Bay. This is her light-hearted look at a milestone
in women’s lives. The book launch was held at the
MACS Plaza Gallery on Sat. morning, May 31st
2014.

2015 Naidoc Week
Conrad Wonsborough, left, with Giovanni Carrus,
Margaret Moran and Irene Berry, all MACS artists with
nautical works on display at the Boat’s Afloat
sponsored Art and Craft show held at Forster’s Bay.

Something to look forward to

Russell Naumann and Julie Morris, two MACS members
shown admiring Alan Solomon’s work, part of a large
display of Indigenous arts and crafts on in July at the
Plaza
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2015 Continued from previous page

NAIDOC week was celebrated with a MACS
Exhibition. This is July 2015.
Earlier that year, MACS held a Public School Art
Exhibition for the primary school kids to display
their own art works describing things important
to them.

2016 Visitor Information Centre

2015 MACS Disability Artists Exhibition
Open Art Exhibition by Artists with a Disability
on the South Coast, held on Saturday, Aug. 22nd .
2015.
Kim Abdou, (from Workability) spoke about the
Links to Leisure program that is on offer at
Haslingden House Moruya, for young adults.

Tony Pye and Judy Glover helping set up a local art
and craft gallery at the Narooma Information Centre

Admiring the acrylic work by Jordan Willis “Dusty Sun”
are from left, Gillian Kearney, Kim Abdou and MACS
President Val Tippins.

MACS members Dianne and Tony Pye at the Narooma
Visitor Information Centre

Enjoying the Exhibition at the MACS Plaza Gallery are,
from left, Ian and Vivienne Wood (Convenor), Rita
Tarrant, and Colin Berry.
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2016 Continued from previous page

2017 MACS ART Exhibition

Friends of MACS Visitor Information Centre with
Manager Christine Macauley AM are, from 2nd left,
Patty Reid, Christine Galbraith, and Jill Holmes. All
were local volunteers, willing to give time to help
welcome visitors to Narooma.

Mandy Andersen was seen admiring the photo "Foam
Dancing at Australia Rock' by Russell Gotsalks which
won the Narooma Visitor Information Centre prize in
2017.

I am sure we all remember the storm of 2016 and
that this was a very real photograph of Australia
Rock.

At The Moment

Adrianne Waterman and Mandy Anderson looking over
the new winter range at the Visitor Centre

MACS Memories
It is good to look back after 40 years of MACS, to
appreciate all the varied activities and friendships
that have flourished in our community art
group. See what you can remember to add to our
anniversary tribute and contact MACS if you
would like to add your memories to our 40th
celebration of all the good things achieved.
Looking back over these photos and captions you
can see MACS has a proud history of involvement
in the Community.

MACS Studio sessions are suspended until further
notice.
Janet Jones will delay her art classes for at least a
week whilst we wait for the 11th October (Stage 1)
opening up.
The 4 metre rule will apply to all Studio activities
for the foreseeable future. Masks will remain
mandatory. More announcements are made
almost daily. It is a wait and see time.
MACS AGM is delayed until November.
However, things are opening up so fingers crossed
we can get back to a degree of normality soon.
Most of all we are looking forward to
reconnecting with family and friends and the
community. Thoughts go to all our small business
friends who are doing it tough.
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More Saturday sessions

Cheryl Davison
Wonga and the
Waratah
18 December - 30 January

11 Dec 2021 | Botanical eco
dyeing with Sue Barford

Where: Basil Sellers Exhibition Centre,
Djinima and Bunjala rooms, Corner Vulcan
Street and Campbell Street, Moruya.

Cost: $120 per person

Opening hours: Tuesday – Sunday 10am –
4pm
Wonga and the Waratah is a large-scale
installation that presents a local dreamtime
story in an immersive visual form. Conceived
and designed by local Aboriginal artist, Cheryl
Davison, the year-long project engaged local
Aboriginal makers in presenting a poignant
local narrative.

Join well-known textile artist, Sue Barford,
in a nature-based, eco dyeing workshop.
Botanical printing allows the participant to
create colour and form on fabric with
natural plant material, without the use of
harsh chemicals. Participants will use
locally acquired flora to create botanical
prints on a fine woollen wrap to take home.
Bookings essential
This workshop has a maximum of 10
participants Book online through Eventbrite

Enter the world of Wonga the pigeon and
trace her journey back to her nest after her
encounter with a hawk. Hopping from flower
to flower Wonga turns each flower red with
blood from her broken wing.

Public programs
•

Due to the uncertainty of COVID
restrictions, public programming will be
announced closer to the exhibition
date.

Visit our public programs calendar to book for
any or all upcoming activities!

NOTE: Programs subject to COVID
Restrictions
8
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•

Australian Government Department of Health
website

On this page
• Local outbreak information
• COVID-19 summary statistics
• Recently reported cases by state and
territory and source of infection
• Daily reported cases
• Total COVID-19 cases in Australia by
source of infection
• Cases and deaths by age and sex
• Tests conducted and results
• Cases admitted to hospital
• Cases in aged care services

How Australia compares with the world
Local outbreak
information
Check your COVID SAFE
ap for more information
on Cases in Australia
Remember to sign in
with QR code
and sign out as well
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MACS Executive Committee
President

Christine Macauley

Vice President 1

Judy Glover

Vice President 2

Julie Hartley

Treasurer

Alison Spurgeon

Secretary/Facebook Editor

Gilly Kearney

MACS Committee Members
Public Officer and Membership

Julie Hartley

Library & Whale Galleries

Viv Wood, Alison Spurgeon

Course Coordinator

Vacant

Print Media & Photography

Rosy Williams

Newsletter and Web Page

Christine Kris Macauley

MACS Quartermaster

Judy Glover

Assistant Treasurer

Fiona Lyall

Committee

Neil Burnside

MACS Conveners
Drawing & Painting

Margaret Moran

Life Drawing

Janet Jones

Lead Lighting

Bob Burnside

Mosaics

Judy Gordon

Plein Air

Margaret Moran

Pottery

Jill Johnston

Textiles

Judy Glover

MACS Contacts

macsartnarooma@gmail.com

•

Wanted:
Workshops and Studio helpers
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