Montague Art and Craft Society Inc

Newsletter AUGUST 2021
President’s Report

(note this publication may contain images of people
who have passed on)

The August Newsletter
continues with the theme
of honouring our past
MACS members.
Thank you to Lorraine
Willcock for her wonderful
contribution in sharing the
life of Liz Ferguson.
We all have a story to tell
and we all, in some way or another, contribute to
our Community through the things that we do.
Sometimes those contributions might not seem
important to you, but they are and help make the
lives of our friends and family more fulfilling.
MACS community is full of people who contribute
in a positive way. Please share your stories and
those of our members who have gone before.
Coming up we have the MACS Art Exhibition next
month and yes please we need contributions of
your works to exhibit but we also need volunteers
to put it together and to make it all work
smoothly.
If you can help in any way at all, examples are
moving exhibition display boards from the
storage at Glasshouse Rocks to Club Narooma;
putting up the boards at the venue; hanging
paintings; ensuring Covid protocol is in place;
selling raffle tickets at the venue; taking gold coin
donations; information on Exhibition and a
myriad of other tasks.
Please let us know at
macsartnarooma@gmail.com
The MACS AGM will be held in October and at
that time all Committee members stand down
whilst nominations are counted. If more than one
nomination is received for any position votes are
taken and then a new Committee for 2021 – 2022
is elected.

Not all MACS Committee members will be
standing again and so we will be looking for new
people to take up the baton.
Committee members who choose to stand for
nomination again will be listed in the next
Newsletter.
Now that the VIC has closed I will be standing
down as President. I feel we no longer need my
retail experience and MACS needs people with
Workshop and Studio experience on the
Committee.
I do feel we need new people on the Committee
and would very much welcome those members
who have not previously had experience as a
MACS Committee member.
I mentioned the Visitor Information Centre (VIC)
has closed but, did not say how this changes
things for MACS.
We no longer have the income we had from
souvenir sales or commissions on bus sales. We
do still have consignment sales of art. However,
our opportunity for display has reduced down to
Exhibitions and Exhibits as we no longer have the
7 day outlet the VIC provided.
We have cancelled our GST registration with the
ATO as our income is now less than that required
by the threshold for reporting purposes.
Tutors please take note GST is no longer a part
of our fees and charges.
Memberships attracted GST but MACS
absorbed it on behalf of members.
Commissions on art sales also included GST
which we treated in the same way as membership.
The Commission for artworks remains at 20% for
everyone whether they live locally or at a distance.
Studio fees remain at $3 per session to help
cover the cost of kitchen and cleaning supplies.
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The proportional share of electricity and rates
costs are included in the monthly rent MACS pays
for use of the Studio and the storage container.
As you can see from this, MACS is in a good place
to continue on and Alison as Treasurer has a good
hand on the reins and will continue to keep MACS
in a sound financial position.
Now we really need you to share your life and
creative skills as we continue with our core
business:

MACS VISION
A place to work together in creative
groups.

MACS 40th Anniversary
ART EXHIBITION - Two Parts

Workshops for members to upgrade
and diversify their skills.

Retrospective Exhibition:
The retro section of the Art Exhibition is for our
MACS artists to display the work they have done
over the years.

Opportunities for members to exhibit
their work.
What we Do
MACS is a not-for-profit organisation
providing members, and the
community with workshops and work
groups.

The 40th Celebration section is designed to
honour and remember our artists over the
past 40 years.
Entry form link in this Newsletter.
Memories of Mosaics at the Red Cottage

We encourage creativity in a social fun
environment as well as, education and
promotion of the arts.
MACS is a welcoming and inclusive
organisation
Best Wishes and Stay Safe
Christine
In the meantime if you have any stories, questions
or need more information
please email:
macsartnarooma@gmail.com
We would love to hear from you.

Some familiar faces
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Red Cottage Memories Cont…

In Memory of Liz Ferguson

Mosaics Group “downstairs”
2014

Ladies at work
(Thankyou Lorraine Willcock for this)

CAKE CUTTING

Liz Ferguson enjoyed community work that was
so important to her life.
Elizabeth Ferguson, Liz to her wide circle of
family and friends, died on August 23, 2015. She
is remembered not only for her vibrant
personality but the contributions she made
wherever she lived.
Born Elizabeth Joan Mills in UK on February 5,
1921, the youngest of six, Liz went to school in
Plymouth and became involved in drama and
public speaking from an early age. Schooldays
over, she wanted to join the Royal Navy as a
WREN, but asthma prevented this.

2019 MACS Art Exhibition
Fiona and Jilly

She then found work in London, as a temporary
clerk in the Department of Trade. Her leisure
pursuits were theatre and cycling.
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In 1951, Liz married Oswald Webb, over six feet
tall and known as “Tiny”. Four years later she was
widowed and her brother suggested she apply for
a Civil Service job as an Assistant Trade
Commissioner.
In 1960 Liz arrived in Canberra. The Deputy High
Commissioner had opposed her appointment. Liz
asked why and was told a female could not
possibly do the job. In three months Liz proved
him very wrong!
Liz soon became a key figure with Canberra
Repertory Society. Through Rep she met Jim
Ferguson.
He worked at set-building while she used her fine
voice and stage presence in starring roles,
including that of Lady Bracknell.
In 1963 Jim and Liz were married and the man
who gave her away was the High Commission
official who had been so against the appointment
of a woman as Trade Commissioner.
While in Canberra, Liz and Jim had bought land
at Potato Point and on retirement in 1981 they
extended a small weekender and settled there.
Again, Liz became part of the local theatre scene.
She directed and acted in “Oliver” when it was
staged in Narooma and appeared in performances
of Gilbert and Sullivan with the Montague
Singers. Later she was a keen audience member at
the Bay Theatre.
Liz and Jim were Friday evening regulars at the
Bodalla Bowlo and after Jim’s death she
continued the custom with her friends.
At her 90th birthday celebration at the Bowlo,
tales were told of her many activities.
These included recording audio books for the
Blind Society, membership of the Potato Point
Fire Brigade, supporting Montague Arts and
Crafts, reading the lessons at church, playing
Scrabble, “visiting old people” in retirement
homes, outings to the Kinema, especially for
MetOpera; gardening, maintaining many
friendships and welcoming overseas and local
visitors to her home.
She was honoured in her lifetime, receiving an
OBE in 1971 for promotion of British trade in
Australia, a Centenary of Federation Medal in
2000 and a Senior’s Award in 2005.

Liz Ferguson is survived by family members in NZ
and UK, as well as her friends.
She will be missed for her generosity, her ready
laughter, her work both professionally and in the
community. Liz had great zest for life and lived it
to the fullest. She is a true inspiration for those
she leaves behind.
Ursula Nixon

Villanelle for Liz Ferguson
Ursula Nixon August 2015
Her light is out that showed such fire
and pace
In everything she did and all she knew.
Her work is done and past in life's brief
race.
Her act is stilled and yet it leaves its
trace
With friends who talk of roles she would
pursue.
Her light is out that showed such fire
and pace.
Her stagecraft was a tour de force of
grace,
Gesture and tone to character a clue.
Her work is done and past in life's brief
race.
As daughter, sibling, wife - in every case
-

She had a nature generous and true.
Her light is out that showed such fire
and pace.
No longer may we hear her, read her
face,
Yet all her feisty ways map what we do.
Her work is done and past in life's brief
race.

Liz stands as one we never may
replace:
Exemplar for our lives, and dying, too.
Her light is out that showed such fire
and pace.
Her work is done and past in life's brief
race.
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Let’s Remember those who influenced our lives
If you have memories please share and send them
in, photos or perhaps an article or letter about
your experiences and the people who influenced
your life. macsartnarooma@gmail.com
Happy Birthday Val, another achievement!!

The Bush Telegraph school holiday
program (Rosy Williams)
Bush Telegraph program has been on hold during
the July school holidays due to covid restrictions
and uncertainty, so we will play it by ear for the
September school holidays, as conditions may
change again.
Hopefully, by the January holidays, we will be
able to hold more workshops for kids at the
Studio, so please be ready to put your hand up to
Tutor for just One children’s Workshop showing
kids a fun skill that you enjoy too!
Let MACS know please via email
macsartnarooma@gmail.com

DATES To Remember 2021
Mixed Media with Margaret Moran – 2nd August to
6th September
River of Art Festival dates - 17–26 September
MACS 40th Art Exhibition – 24 – 26 September
Oil Painting Workshop with Janet Jones 9th and 10th October

Val Tippins (Past President)
39th MACS ART EXHIBITION &
RETROSPECTIVE Art Exhibition click on links
for entry forms. Final day for entry is the 3rd
September.

Boats Afloat Exhibition – 6 – 7 November
Provided COVID doesn’t stop the Boats Afloat
regatta going ahead, MACS will hold an
Exhibition at the Fisherman’s Club near the Inlet
Café.
Artists are encouraged to enter this Marine and
Maritime Exhibition of Art and Craft 5th – 7th
November.
Thanks
Rosy
Enquiries: macsartnarooma@gmail.com

(Open to current financial MACS Members only.)
The Exhibition theme is:
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Here are some photos Rosy took of the
Mosaics & Ceramics Studio Group work

MACS STUDIOS –What’s On
2021 Weekly Studio and Workshops
Mondays
Stained Glass (Leadlighting) Group
Tuesdays

Textiles with Judy Glover
En Plein Air with Marg Moran (not in studio)
Wednesdays
Mosaics with Judy Gordon
Ceramics with Jilly Johnston
Thursdays
Tidy up 10 – 11am (filing - not so exciting)
Fridays
Life Drawing with Janet Jones 10:00 till noon
Could drawers please arrive in plenty of time to
set up, so there is no interruption to the initial
short poses. Fees; $15 members, $18 nonmembers plus;

Pat Reid with a gift for her family she knows will
be appreciated at Address # 1 .

Studio attendance cost of $3 - to cover tea, coffee,
milk, heating etc. (applies to all workshop
and studio participants)
Contact for all MACS Courses and Workshops:
email macsartnarooma@gmail.com
download forms
https://macsartnarooma.com.au/forms/
STUDIO
MACS Committee is asking Studio users to take
phone snaps of their group’s activity. Gilly
Kearney is our Facebook person and she needs
constant up-dates to show Facebook users.
Share your own art and encourage others!!

Judy Gordon, our mosaic tutor teaches the correct
use of tools available at the Studio, like this twin
wheel cutter.
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CERAMICS

(photos & captions by Rosy)
Gill is a very keen potter helped by ceramic tutor
Jilly Johnson to learn many skills of working
with clay from modelling through to firing and
decorating in the MACS kiln. Student achieving
great things in Jilly’s group

Sandy laying out her dolphin design plan before
grinding the glass colours.

LEADLIGHTING WORKSHOP
Bob Burnside, our expert tutor continues to work
every second Monday morning at the Studio with
his team of lead-lighting enthusiasts!
Bob is hoping more members will join his creative
group so he will soon be offering a Beginner's
Workshop starting in September.

Bob Burnside, tutor, admiring the Narooma Blue
lead-lighting colour sheet before cutting.

MACS has 3 kits of lead-lighting tools MACS
purchased for beginners to have a go before
committing to buy their own equipment.
Just ask any of the lead-lighting regulars how
much Fun they have with this activity and there is
Cake!!
Details of the workshop will be out soon. "

7

PLEIN AIR with Margaret Moran
(by Rosy)

Plein air on July 8th with at least six artists
attending the park near the Town wharf
Good encouragement to keep artists involved
during winter.

Artists share fun, ideas and cake during the two
hour workshops every second Monday at the
Studio

Caption in photo and please note that's Janet's
work.

MACS has 3 beginner kits available to try during
workshops for beginners.

Group convenor Marg Moran sharing her skills
with other artists in the winter sunshine of early
July.
Tutor Bob Burnside advising Cheryl with her
lead light creation.
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WHAT’S ON Community
Dalmeny Markets 2nd Sunday - Dalmeny
Community Hall.
Narooma Markets 4th Sunday of each month
Central Tilba Markets – Saturday mornings

COMING UP

River of Art 17-26 September 2021
Art Prize Entries Now Open
The River of Art Prize, always a highlight of
Eurobodalla’s annual celebration of the region’s rich
artistic life, will be even bigger this year. Artists
across all media, from within and beyond the region,
are encouraged to submit their work for this year’s
prize. Last year’s fabulous exhibition featured many
works highlighting the impact of the region’s
bushfires.
The winning artist will receive $2,000 with $250 for
the runner up. The artwork most highly commended
will be awarded $100. Finalists will be selected by an
eminent judge nominated by the River of Art Festival.
Artworks must be the original, unassisted work of the
entrant, completed within one year of the exhibition
date and not previously exhibited.
Shortlisted works (approximately 25 works) will
appear in the River of Art Prize exhibition to be held
at Gallery Narooma run by SoART.
Artists whose work is not shortlisted will be invited to
exhibit their submitted artwork in the Salon de
Refusés at Narooma’s School of Arts’ studios. Both
exhibitions will run from 16 September through to 26
September 2021.

Enter Now

BAS
public programs
Saturday Sessions 12.30-3.30pm
second Saturday of the month

Saturday Sessions at the Bas have launched –
a series of 3hour creative workshops on the
second Saturday of the month, running to
December 2021.
The Saturday Sessions at the Bas are open to all
adult Eurobodalla residents interested in immersing
themselves in a fun and hands-on class, while
learning artistic techniques taught by some of
Eurobodalla’s most talented artists.
No previous experience is necessary.

Bookings essential
Book online through Eventbrite

For more information contact Indira Carmichael,

•
•
•

Coordinator Arts and Culture:
T: 4474 1061
E: Indi Carmichael

9 Oct 2021
Pushing pastels with
Stuart Whitelaw
Where: Basil Sellers Exhibition Centre,
Djinima and Bunjala rooms, Corner Vulcan
Street and Campbell Street, Moruya.
Cost: $120 per person
In this workshop with Stuart Whitelaw,
experienced artists are invited to further
develop their skills and discover new
possibilities for both studio and plein air (in
the open air) work.
Participants will learn how to expand their
choices of painting mediums and to
combine pastels and charcoal with clear
acrylic mediums on canvas. Weather
permitting participants will be encouraged
to take their canvasses outdoors to
enhance the experience of working plein
air.
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11 Dec 2021 | Botanical eco
dyeing with Sue Barford

Where: Basil Sellers Exhibition Centre,
Djinima and Bunjala rooms, Corner Vulcan
Street and Campbell Street, Moruya.

Cost: $120 per person

For the past 30 years Stuart has mostly
used soft pastels and clear acrylic
mediums, this enables him to work quickly
on large canvasses and in his preferred
environment, outdoors.
This workshop has a maximum of 15
participants, to secure your place please
book by Wednesday 6 October 2021, 5pm.
If you do not have your own easel, an easel
can be loaned to you for the duration of the
workshop.

Join well-known textile artist, Sue Barford,
in a nature-based, eco dyeing workshop.
Botanical printing allows the participant to
create colour and form on fabric with
natural plant material, without the use of
harsh chemicals. Participants will use
locally acquired flora to create botanical
prints on a fine woollen wrap to take home.
Bookings essential
This workshop has a maximum of 10
participants Book online through Eventbrite

The Eurobodalla Literary
Salons

13 Nov 2021 | Collaging with Lee
Honey

Where: Basil Sellers Exhibition Centre,
Djinima and Bunjala rooms, Corner Vulcan
Street and Campbell Street, Moruya.
Cost: $120 per person
Join local Eurobodalla collaging artist Lee
Honey as you discover a range of
techniques, practices and approaches to
collage making. Participants will make
studies, then work with a small accordion
book that they can take home at the end of
their collaging journey
.
More Saturday sessions

The Eurobodalla Literary Salons return in
2021 as part of public programming at the
Bas. These popular events began in 2016
and showcase the talented writers of
Eurobodalla.
In 2021 the writers have been tasked with
creating an original piece of writing inspired
by one of the artworks in the current
exhibition at the Bas, The Basil Sellers Art
Prize Retrospective.
This exhibition documents the evolution of
the prize from its humble beginnings to a
significant national award, and writers will
present their work at two Salon events at
the Bas in the last week of the exhibition.
•

Due to COVID-19 restrictions tickets
are limited to 25 people
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•

Australian Government Department of Health
website

On this page
• Local outbreak information
• COVID-19 summary statistics
• Recently reported cases by state and
territory and source of infection
• Daily reported cases
• Total COVID-19 cases in Australia by
source of infection
• Cases and deaths by age and sex
• Tests conducted and results
• Cases admitted to hospital
• Cases in aged care services

How Australia compares with the world
Local outbreak
information
Check your COVID SAFE
ap for more information
on Cases in Australia
Remember to sign in
with QR code
and sign out as well
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MACS Executive Committee
President

Christine Macauley

Vice President 1

Judy Glover

Vice President 2

Julie Hartley

Treasurer

Alison Spurgeon

Secretary/Facebook Editor

Gilly Kearney

MACS Committee Members
Public Officer and Membership

Julie Hartley

Library & Whale Galleries

Viv Wood, Alison Spurgeon

Course Coordinator

Vacant

Print Media & Photography

Rosy Williams

Newsletter and Web Page

Christine Kris Macauley

MACS Quartermaster

Judy Glover

Assistant Treasurer

Fiona Lyall

Committee

Neil Burnside

MACS Conveners
Drawing & Painting

Margaret Moran

Life Drawing

Janet Jones

Lead Lighting

Bob Burnside

Mosaics

Judy Gordon

Plein Air

Margaret Moran

Pottery

Jill Johnston

Textiles

Judy Glover

MACS Contacts

macsartnarooma@gmail.com

•

Wanted:
Workshop Co-ordinator/Convenor
&
Volunteers for Art Exhibition all
members welcome
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MACS Workshops, 2021
MIXED MEDIA

Tutor: Margaret Moran
Mondays 6 weeks from
2 August to 6 September, 2021
1pm to 4pm each day

MACS Studio

24 Glasshouse Rocks Road
Limit of 8 people - Fee is $99.00
Register by 23 July

Weeks 1, 2, and 3 - we will be looking at creating some of the more traditional forms of mixed
media, like line and wash, and combining wet anddry media.
Weeks 4, 5, and 6 - we will be looking at more creative and contemporary methods using wet
and dry media plus stencilling and printmaking.

Name

_______________Phone

Email
Member Number

Signature

There is a materials list for this Course.
Please pay:
- by mail to PO Box 182, Narooma 2546

-

by direct deposit to:
Montague Art & Craft Society Inc.
BSB 641800
A/c No. 200806267
Your Ref WS-Mix21
plus your name and Membership Number

For office use:
Fee paid:

$99.00

Non-members

$149.00

Date

Barcode

WS-Mix21

Paid by card/transfer/cash
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