Montague Art and Craft Society Inc

Newsletter March 2021
President’s Report
The Official Opening of the
Narooma Men’s Shed was
greeted with great
excitement by the
Narooma Community.
So much hard work and
dedication come to
fruition.
I am sure all MACS
members wish them hearty congratulations on a
job well done.
Those of us fortunate enough to attend the
Official Opening were very much impressed by
the building and the work that had gone into it.
Another example of the community working
together to achieve great things. Col and I were
particularly impressed with what they had
achieved and were proud to have played a part in
the establishment of the Narooma Men’s Shed
back in its early days.
Our first Committee meeting of the year was held
on the 19th February at the Studio and this year is
looking to be a busy one as we gradually emerge
from COVID.

Welcome to Neil Burnside who has joined our
Committee and filled one of two vacancies. We
are still hoping one of the Workshop Convenors
will be able to join the Committee. Yep, that is a
not very subtle hint.
As you all know the Narooma Visitor Information
Centre will be closing in May and the contract
MACS has with Council will end. The official date
for closure to the public will be the 14th May. We
will be looking for volunteers to help us move but
more about that nearer to the date.
The Narooma Oyster Festival is on again this year
from April 30th and I would like some feedback as
to whether MACS members would like to
participate in a stall. I think we would have to
book fairly early. Sounds like a great opportunity
to showcase some of our work. Plus of course with
the Gallery at the Visitor Centre closing a good
sales venue.
Rosy has asked me to mention that Dalmeny
Markets are held on the 2nd Sunday of every
month for those of our members who are
interested.

MACS turns 40 and we are calling for ideas on
how to celebrate this momentous occasion.
We will be holding our Annual Art Exhibition this
year with decisions to be made on venue and
dates. We are looking at holding the Exhibition
later in the year to give the vaccination roll out a
chance to make us all feel more confident in
meeting in public areas.
Dates and events for consideration:
October Long Weekend
River of Art Festival September.
More information on that further in this
Newsletter.

Fiona Lyall and Judy Glover at Narooma Men’s
Shed Opening on 21st February, 2021
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We are due to hold another General Meeting
shortly and will send out details of date and times
as soon as confirmed.
The War Animal Remembrance Day is now
officially gazetted for the 24th February each year.
MACS laid a wreath in honour of those animals
who sacrificed their lives alongside our brave
military personnel.
Note the beautiful crochet poppies

Thanks Rosy for the photos, beautiful as always.
NAROOMA VISITOR CENTRE REPORT (VIC)
(President’s comment)
MACS wreath is the yellow one
The Tech Exec is still delivering IT courses at the
Studio on Tuesday mornings 10 - 12.
(until Judy needs the whole day for one of her big
projects). When that happens we will see if we
need to move the time or miss a week.
I realise members can’t always commit to every
week and because of that the sessions are flexible.
People can come in and out as required, please
don’t feel that you cannot pop in when you have
an issue. Maybe you just got a new phone, lap top
or tablet. There is assistance and it’s free. We lead
busy lives so if you cannot attend every week that
is OK, the important thing is to improve your
skills and confidence.
I am sure those of us who go along can all report
improved confidence.

The VIC will officially close to the public on the
14th May. We do not know what will follow, or
what form tourism services will take when MACS
vacates the premises.
We do know Council is looking for a paying tenant
and not including a financial grant to run tourism
services.
It would appear therefore that our submission for
a community art and craft gallery will be
unsuccessful.
We are not out of options, but then we never are,
after forty years life is just beginning. Watch this
space there is always more.
In the meantime at the VIC, visitors are happy
and receiving great advice from the staff as to the
best places to visit and things to do.
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Please promote MACS artists by sending in
photos of your work or events to
macsartnarooma@gmail.com
Membership Renewal:
January the 1st was the day all MACS
Memberships fell due for renewal. You do,
however, have until 30th June to renew without
losing your member number. It doesn’t matter
what time of year you join, your membership will
still run out on the 31st December of that year.
The exception to the rule is for those joining after
the 1st October in any year.

The form requires evidence of skill/talent and
a thumbnail artist sketch of history.
Montague Art & Craft Society (MACS) of
Narooma are holding the first adult workshop of
2021. Bob Burnside, a talented and popular tutor
has room for 7 more enrolments. The course will
run on Saturdays throughout March with two in
April – but not during the school holidays. For
details see the ‘Forms’ page and link on MACS
website or collect and return a registration form
from Narooma Visitors’ Information Centre. All
welcome!
•

•

•

MACS STUDIOS –What’s On
Workshop Convener: Jude Thompson
Contact: 0428623213
Two tutors have been paid from the
COORDINARE grant for children’s
workshops. Amy and Ann both completed
one wonderful workshop each before we
postponed the rest. They worked hard at
preparation and in the presentation of the
workshops for very few participants.

•

Janet Jones will teach a workshop in oils
first weekend in May. Cost will be $200
for each student. It will run 10 to 12 lunch
then 1 to 4 Saturday and Sunday.
Registration forms posted in due course.
Margaret Moran has determined six
sessions for a Monday afternoon course in
Mixed Media. Starts Monday July 27th
and concludes August 30th. Cost will be
$99 per student. Further details to be
provided in due course.
Toni Higgins will hold a two day polymer
clay sculpture workshop in later Spring.
Details to be advised.
Later in the year a short weekend
workshop in drawing the human face will
be held by Janet Jones. All details TBA.

The Children’s workshops funded by the
COORDINARE grant will begin a soft advertising
program as of the beginning of March with
intensifying exposure as time passes.
As already advised, the two weeks of school
holidays will be used for the continuation of most
of these workshops.

We have a talent pool that we need to mine
more.
To this end, I am attaching a request for
MACS members and others who have a skill
they would like to share in the form of a
workshop; be it ever so short or humble, to
have their names inscribed on a Talent List for
MACS artists to be published in the next
newsletter. This would also be posted in the
Beagle and on Narooma Noticeboard.
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MAWMUD (My Art World - Muck Up Day)
Our group varies in size from week to week but we
are sharing ideas and discovering new skills and
having a lot of fun with acrylics.

Saturdays

The next week we’ll finish our portraits and then
spend a couple of weeks focusing on different
ways of interpreting floral images using acrylics.
Come along and play – no strings attached. Some
materials can be provided if you are a raw
beginner. 10 to 12 every Thursday Morning. All
welcome.

Welcome New Committee Member
Neil Burnside

Leadlighting for Beginners
NB: Remember $3 fee for studio attendance

I found this treasure of a photo from Narooma
News Online right back at the very beginning.
This was taken at Club Narooma on the
information and introduction night after MACS
won the tender. Some familiar faces.
As you can see Neil has been there for the
duration, and now he is retired he volunteers at the
Visitor Centre. Welcome Neil to MACS.
STUDIO
Mondays (fortnightly)

Stained Glass (Leadlighting) Group

Tuesdays
IT help in Studio with Tech Exec
Textiles with Judy Glover
En Plein Air with Marg Moran (not in studio)
Wednesdays

Mosaics & Ceramics with Judy Gordon

Thursdays

My Art Group with Jude Thompson

Fridays

Life Drawing with Janet Jones 10:00 till noon
Could drawers please arrive in plenty of time to
set up, so there is no interruption to the initial
short poses.
Fees; $15 members, $18 non-members plus $3 for
MACS - to cover tea, coffee, milk, heating etc.

He is a long term Narooma resident, having
arrived here in the early nineties with his, then,
young family. Neil’s previous career had been
with the NRMA where he held executive
positions. In Narooma, he ran his own building
materials business for 13 years before semiretirement.
Neil has always been involved in the community
holding down roles such as President of the
Narooma Chamber of Commerce, Narooma High
School P&C, and board roles at Katungul and
Narooma Rotary Club.
He was an elected Councillor of the Eurobodalla
Shire Council for 4 years from 2012.
Neil has a lifelong interest in the arts and supports
family and friends in their pursuits in the
community.”
Neil Burnside
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40th Birthday Celebrations
Vice President: Judy Glover

3. Should it be held again at Club
Narooma? They have been very helpful to
us in the past and have offered
sponsorship for prizes and free use of the
display room and money towards
refreshments.
4. Another suggested venue is the Tilba Hall
but all costs would be involved there.
5. Another suggestion was that the Art
Exhibition be held at Club Narooma and
the Birthday Celebration be held at Tilba
Hall at different time of the year.
6. We have held a closed Annual Exhibition
for Members only recently. Should this be
continued.

Dear Members
At our recent Committee meeting it was brought
to our attention that MACS is celebrating a 40th
birthday this year.
Also, because COVID seems to be lessening and
that vaccination should be completed Australia
wide by October we need to discuss and form a
sub-Committee as to when the birthday
celebration and Annual Art Exhibition should be
held.
As you know MACS Annual Art Exhibition used to
be held at Easter but in recent years it was held in
May during the River of Art Exhibition and
during the Rotary Buskers Festival.
This year is a little different because the Narooma
Visitors Centre is closing in May. The Committee
decided that our Annual Art Exhibition should be
held later in the year because of the work involved
with this closure.
The River of Art has also been moved to 17 - 26
September.
We would like Members to help us decide when
our Art Exhibition should be held.
1. Should both the Birthday and Annual Art
Show be held together or separately.
2. Should it be held during the River of Art
Festival or the Long weekend in October.

7. If the 40th Birthday is held separately
when and where should it be held and do
we have artists invited to exhibit, and do
we have a dinner as part of the
celebrations?
8. We would like Members to get back to us
as to their thought about these two events.
9. If Birthday Celebrations and Annual Art
Exhibition held together should we have
special display area for those entering in
this particular category or have invited
artists only?

Please direct all responses to
macsartnarooma@gmail.com
Judy has called Club Narooma to see if 24 to 27
September is free and also the long weekend in
October.
Diane Jay of the River of Art Festival advised
the ROA will be on again this year from 17 - 26
September.
It would be good if Members could start thinking
about what categories would interest
them: exhibitions, Open Studios, Art on Parade,
Workshops,or other thoughts.
The ROA Committee will be calling for
Expressions of Interest in March. Members
should keep an eye on the ROA Web page and
Facebook page as they develop for this years’
Festival.
They will provide online registration process.
Members may also be interested in having a free
artist profile included in the ROA webpage Arts
Directory which is a way to advertise their work.
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WHAT’S ON
It was lovely to see Fiona Lyall at the Men's Shed
Opening on the 21st. Bruce and Fiona come down
to the coast a week each month to stay at their
holiday home.

Stallholder Call-Out for
Narooma Oyster Festival
The Narooma Oyster Festival is going ahead for
2021, Friday 30th April & Saturday 1st May 2021.

This allows Fiona to set up a stall and sell her
handcrafted gemstone jewellery at the
Dalmeny Markets.
Dalmeny Markets are held on the 2nd Sunday of
every month with stalls open between 8:30 and
12 noon at the Dalmeny Community Hall."

Attracting upwards of 5,000 each year, the
multiple award winning Narooma Oyster Festival
celebrates South Coast NSW oysters and the
region’s natural clean quality produce, chefs, and
rich artistic and cultural talents.

“Opportunities for promoting your art or craft
might include a Car Boot Sale on Sunday, March
7th at NATA oval to support the AWL,
Eurobodalla.

We’re excited to be back for 2021; delivering a
premium Covid-safe event showcasing all the
South Coast has to offer, we’re hoping that market
stallholders, foodtrucks, winemakers & distiller
might be interested in joining us as a stallholder
for the event.

(Details at the Visitor’s Information Centre on
4476 2881.)

Contact me for stallholder applications & full
details of the festival.
With South Coast businesses having a bumper
Summer 2021 season, and spending in the
Eurobodalla reaching record levels, the Narooma
Oyster Festival is well placed for businesses to
take advantage of the boom in Regional Tourism.

The Tilba Festival is being held on Saturday,
April 3rd.
The Narooma Oyster Festival is on Friday, April
30th and Sat. May 1st.
Don’t forget works are refreshed at the Narooma
Library Display every 2-3 months and works are
welcomed by Alison Spurgeon and Viv Wood.
Best Regards
Rosy

We’re very much hoping you’ll be able to join us &
help make 2021 a wonderful & successful year for
the Narooma Oyster Festival and local business.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me for any
questions or enquiries.
Kind regards,
Cassandra Bendixsen
cass@naroomaoysterfestival.com
Narooma Oyster Festival
www.naroomaoysterfestival.com
0413 050 228

Sculpture Bermagui
Is on again from Friday March 6 to Sunday March
14, exhibiting over 140 sculptures from across
Australia and beyond.
Outdoor works will be situated on the magnificent
Dickinson Point headland and foreshore.
Cont…..
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SCULPTURE BERMAGUI Continued
This year there is a new venue for indoor works in
the Bermagui SLSC.
The program also includes live music, poetry and
artist’s talks. Check the website program page for
more details. https://sculpturebermagui.org.au/
Two MACS members have been invited to submit
works for the 2021 exhibition - Jenni Bourke and
Alison Spurgeon.
Below are Alison’s mosaics for the exhibition; two
Garden Totems.

Gallery at Visitor Centre

Alison Spurgeon's mosaic - Narooma Boatsheds

Margaret Moran's sketch of boatsheds

LIBRARY CHANGEOVER DATE
March 29th 11:00 am – 12:30 pm
For enquiries please contact Viv or Alison
macsartnarooma@gmail.com
MACS Committee Meeting 19th March

If you have any suggestions or feedback please
email macsartnarooma@gmail.com
before the 12th March for inclusion in the Agenda.
If it arrives after that date it will be held over until
the next meeting.

Judith de Smet Boatsheds at Forster’s Bay
Thanks Rosy for these lovely images.
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Information about COVID-19
There are currently no locations in NSW
associated with a confirmed COVID-19 case
as at 27 February, 2021 (locally acquired)

COVID-19 vaccination:
information for the NSW
community
Information about the COVID-19 vaccination for
NSW healthcare workers is available at COVID-19
Vaccination in NSW: Fact Sheet for NSW
Healthcare Workers.
Further information about the rollout of the
COVID-19 vaccine across NSW can be found
at NSW Health's COVID-19 vaccination FAQs.
NSW Health is working closely with the Australian
Government to plan and implement a safe and
effective COVID-19 vaccination program in NSW.
NSW Health's COVID-19 vaccination plans are
underpinned by a strong public health system, as
well as successful immunisation and mass
vaccination programs.

When will I get the COVID-19
vaccine?

The Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine has
been provisionally approved by the Therapeutic
Goods Administration (TGA) for individuals 16 years
and older. This vaccine was made available in NSW in
a phased rollout on 22 February 2021. As doses will
initially be limited, the vaccine will be first made
available to people who are most vulnerable to the
effects of COVID-19 or who have the highest risk of
being exposed to, or spreading, the virus.
In NSW, the first people to receive a COVID-19
vaccine will include:

• Healthcare workers working in locations with

a higher risk of exposure to, and
transmission of COVID-19, such as
emergency departments, COVID-19 testing
clinics, and COVID-19 wards;
• Staff working in designated quarantine
facilities;

• Residents and staff of residential aged and

disability care facilities.
The TGA is reviewing other potential COVID-19
vaccines for use in Australia. On 16 February 2021,
the TGA provisionally approved the
Oxford/AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine for use in
Australia for individuals 18 years and older. The
AstraZeneca vaccine is expected to become available
in March for those eligible in the first phases of the
vaccine rollout.

A COVID-19 vaccine is expected to be available to the
general population later in 2021. For the COVID-19
vaccines that are provisionally approved or likely to
be available in Australia, each person will need to
receive two doses of the vaccine to be adequately
immunised against COVID-19. This means it will take
time for every person to be vaccinated.

Are the COVID-19 vaccines safe?

Any COVID-19 vaccines approved for use in Australia
will be safe and effective. Before a COVID-19 vaccine
is approved for use in Australia, it must pass
the Therapeutic Goods Administration's
(TGA) rigorous assessment and approval processes.
This includes assessment of the vaccine's safety,
quality and effectiveness. The TGA is actively
monitoring COVID-19 vaccine development both in
Australia and around the world and is also part of a
network of international regulators that meet
regularly to discuss the development of COVID-19
vaccines.

Who is responsible for delivering the
COVID-19 vaccination program?

The Australian Government is responsible for
securing and distributing the COVID-19 vaccines and
overseeing the national COVID-19 vaccination
strategy. The NSW Government is collaborating with
the Australian Government to implement the COVID19 vaccination plan in NSW.

What should I do now?

It is important to continue to protect yourself and
others against COVID-19. Even when the vaccine
starts to be administered to the general community
in NSW, it will still be important to practise COVID
safe behaviour:
• Stay 1.5m apart from people you don't live

with

• Wash your hands regularly
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There are some things you can do now, while you
wait to be vaccinated. Find out what you can do to
be ready for your COVID-19 vaccine.

• Get tested immediately and self-isolate if you

have any COVID-19 symptoms

• Wear a face mask when you can't physically

distance, especially in indoor settings
• Choose outdoor settings to gather with others
wherever possible
• Keep up to date with the latest COVID-19 case
locations and information in NSW through
the NSW Government website.
For more information about Australia's COVID-19
vaccination program, visit the NSW Health's COVID19 vaccination FAQs or the Australian Government
Department of Health website

Local outbreak
information
Check your COVID
SAFE ap for more
information on Cases
in Australia

Downloads

Reputable information about
vaccines is available from:

COVID-19 vaccination – Australia's
COVID-19 vaccine national roll-out
strategy

• Therapeutic Goods Administration
• National Centre for Immunisation Research

and Surveillance

• Australian Technical Advisory Group on

Immunisation (ATAGI)

• Australian Academy of Science
• World Health Organization

Current as at: Tuesday 23 February 2021
Contact page owner: Health Protection NSW

•

Download COVID-19 vaccination
– Australia's COVID-19 vaccine national rollout strategy asPDF - 899 KB, 5 pages
A full list of COVID-19 testing clinics is available or
people can visit their GP.
Remember to sign in with QR code
and sign out as well

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Check your current eligibility
COVID-19 vaccines – priority rollout
COVID-19 vaccine national rollout phases
Advice on priority groups for COVID-19
vaccination in Australia
Why these groups are prioritised
What this means for you

NOTE: all information shown here is taken directly
from NSW Health and Australian Government
Department of Health web sites.
Opinions expressed are those of the experts only

Check your current eligibility

Use the COVID-19 vaccine eligibility checker to see
in which phase you will be eligible to receive a
COVID-19 vaccine. You may need to provide
evidence of eligibility to your vaccination provider
before you can receive a COVID-19 vaccine.
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Please Support our Sponsors
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MACS
MACS Committee

Executive Committee
President

Christine Macauley

Vice President 1

Judy Glover

Vice President 2

Julie Hartley

Treasurer

Alison Spurgeon

Secretary/Facebook Editor

Gilly Kearney

Committee Members
Public Officer and Membership

Julie Hartley

Library & Whale Galleries

Viv Wood, Alison Spurgeon

Course Coordinator

Judith Thompson

Print Media & Photography

Rosy Williams

Newsletter and Web Page

Christine Kris Macauley

MACS Quartermaster

Judy Glover

Committee

Neil Burnside

Conveners
Drawing & Painting

Margaret Moran

Life Drawing

Janet Jones

Lead Lighting

Bob Burnside

Mosaics

Judy Gordon

My Art World

Judith Thompson

Plein Air

Margaret Moran

Pottery

Jill Johnston

Textiles

Judy Glover

VIC Gallery Curator

Margaret Moran and Judi de Smet

Key Register

Judith Thompson

Contacts

macsartnarooma@gmail.com

Visitor Information Centre Manager

Lisa Brown
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