Montague Art and Craft Society Inc

Newsletter APRIL 2021
President’s Report
We were all saddened at
the sudden and unexpected
loss of Jude Thompson she
had become so much a part
of MACS.
Her involvement in the
Visitor Centre, the Fires,
My Art Group, Bush
Telegraph, the MACS
Committee and as Studio
Convenor was huge and very much valued.
She is a great loss and certainly shows that some
people are indispensable.

We have a lot to do over the next few months and
will very much value the input of our members in
this our 40th year.
The Bush Telegraph school holiday program has
been extended into 2022 and the Easter part of
the program will now be moved to the July School
holidays.
Jude was the main driver and organiser she is
sorely missed. It would be very much appreciated
if one of our readers could put their hand up to
take over this program and run with it.
Alison is happy to advise but as Treasurer and
MACS person at the Visitor Centre she has a
heavy load as we move closer to exiting the VIC.
Please volunteer we do need help, this is an ideal
opportunity for people who have just moved into
the area, or who have a little time on their hands.
Jennifer Hawkins has stepped up to help should
one of our members become Studio Convenor.
Jennifer has much experience over many years
with the Workshop and Studio programs. She has
been and still is a driver for MACS continued
success, she believes it is time for some of the
younger ones to become involved.
Working with MACS is very satisfying and a good
way to meet people, make connections in the
community and enjoy being involved and
contributing.
Please email macsartnarooma@gmail.com
if you are able and or willing. We would love to
hear from you.

Thank you, Jude for all that you did and our
deepest condolences to your friends, family and
loved ones. We will miss you.

If you feel you would like to do something but not
sure if you have the experience or expertise don’t
worry Alison, Jennifer or myself are happy to help
and welcome you.
We have booked a stall at the Oyster Festival and
are in the midst of planning its’ contents.
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Yes please, to volunteers, just need to let you
know you may need to register as volunteers for
the Oyster Festival. The big advantage in that is
you will receive free entry as a thank you for your
time.

TRIBUTES TO JUDE, from those who
worked, created and volunteered with her:

Please click on link below to register if you want
to volunteer at Oyster Festival
https://www.naroomaoysterfestival.com/volunte
er-registration

MACS turns 40 this year and thank you all for
your feedback, thanks to you the Committee was
able to make the decision to combine all the
celebrations into one venue and weekend.
We will be partnering with River of Art and
holding our Exhibition at Club Narooma in
September. As part of our 40th celebration we will
be asking our founding members to find examples
of their earliest work. We would love to show 40
years of our artists. So please find those members
who you have not seen in a while, check the spare
rooms and storage for art works. Forty years
deserves celebrating.
It would be wonderful to get everyone involved,
life begins at 40 they say, as always any and all
help will be appreciated. Let’s make this a
celebration to remember.
River of Art Festival dates
17 – 26 September, 2021
The official date for MACS closure of the
Narooma Visitor Information Centre to the public
will be the 14th May. It may be there is a new
tenant to go into the space and provide tourism
services, we certainly hope so and will welcome
them.
Because of that we will ask you to pay any
outstanding memberships by the 10th May. After
that date payments will need to be made at the
Studio or by direct deposit.
Please prepare to pick up any artwork on or
before the 10th May. So another month yet but we
need to work our some guidelines. More to come
on that.

Jude was an enthusiastic volunteer in the Visitor
Centre for some time during 2019-20. She clearly
enjoyed both sharing her local knowledge and
learning more about our beautiful area every time
she worked here.
I really enjoyed her dry wit; and her confidence
and knowledge around matters of Art was
invaluable in the Gallery sales section.
Jude was “on deck” here during the first few
confusing days of the Black Summer Fire, when
our role was morphing from visitor services to
supporting local residents and emergency
services.
She would attend the Community Briefing
Sessions at the Leisure Centre and come back to
the VC with terrific clear notes and information.
Unfortunately, Jude was one of many volunteers
who stepped back from the Visitor Centre when
Covid-19 arose, and it’s sad to think she won’t be
back at all.
Lisa
NVC Manager
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Tributes for Jude

A Reminder of how varied Jude’s roles were and
her contribution to the Narooma Community:

Here is a photo of Jude working with the MACS
group helping sort goods for the bushfire relief
outlets, back in mid - January, 2020.
Rosy

This is from October 1st, 2020 for the air-dry clay
workshop with Judy Gordon at the Studios.
Tribute from Jennifer Hawkins:
Jude was volunteering for four organisations:
Volunteer Rescue Association
Seabird Rescue
MACS
Narooma Visitor Centre
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I sent this to her in November 2020,
Jen

Judith’s Prayer
Dear God,
Maker of all living creatures,
We ask you to bless
All those of our communities
Who are our friends but
Not necessarily human,
Those beautiful creatures
Who bring us so much joy into our lives,
By the power of your love,
Enable them to live according
To their own plans,
May we provide them

Tribute from Janet Jones:

With the comfort,

I came to know Jude over the last few years and
was drawn to her tremendous spirit and energy,
her great sense of humour and her willingness to
help others.

Protection and respect

Her interests were wide and varied and her
enthusiasm particularly for all things creative was
especially infectious and inspiring. She is greatly
missed.
Janet Jones

Which they deserve,
May we always praise you
For all your beauty in creation.
We bless you, God,
For all your creatures.
Greg Akhurst
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Farewell Jude, gone but not forgotten

Membership Renewal:
Please pay by the 10th May
After that date we will be using direct deposit or
payments may be made on Wednesday afternoons
at the Studio. We will go back to a roster system
for members to sit.

MACS STUDIOS –What’s On
2021 Courses and Workshops
Leadlighting for Beginners with Tutor
Bob Burnside
NAROOMA VISITOR CENTRE REPORT (VIC)
(President’s comment)
The VIC will officially close to the public on the
14th May. We understand that a business will be
going into the space and it will deliver tourism
services. We have not heard anything official from
Council as to the fate of our submission.
However, we understand through the media that
Council is looking for an enterprise which can
afford to pay a commercial rent whilst carrying
out Council services such as tourism.
The wind-down will start in earnest after Easter
as we work to exit on the 14th May.
In the meantime at the VIC, visitors are happy
and receiving great advice from the staff as to the
best places to visit and things to do.
Please promote MACS artists by sending in
photos of your work or events to
macsartnarooma@gmail.com
Gilly will post to Facebook on your behalf.

The course is especially for Beginners and covers
designing glass projects, cutting glass, cutting
lead, assembling, soldering, and puttying. Initially
some tools and materials are provided but there
are expenses involved for your individual
leadlight tools and glass for later projects.
Contact Bob Burnside on 0412 417 871 as there
are still some places left.

Oil Painting with Tutor Janet Jones
This weekend workshop is on 8 and 9 May from
10am until 3pm each day. We will study
composition and construction, blocking in, colour
mixing, and layering stages to the end result. It
will be a simple still life, so if you have a favourite
object or two, bring them along.
The workshop cost is $95 and there is a materials
list. The workshop is for beginners or people with
some experience in painting.

Enrolment forms at end of
Newsletter
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Mixed Media Course
with Margaret Moran
Starting in August there will be a six-week course
in Mixed Media covering traditional forms in wet
and dry media, then extending to more creative
and contemporary forms. The Course cost is $99
and there is a materials list.

40th Birthday Celebrations
Vice President: Judy Glover

Contact for all MACS Courses and Workshops:
email macsartnarooma@gmail.com
download forms
https://macsartnarooma.com.au/forms/
MAW (My Art World)
This group is currently in recess due to the loss of
Jude. If you have been going to this group and
don’t want to see it vanish please let us know if
you are interested in continuing. We will need a
Studio Convenor to hold a key and organise
communication within the group.

STUDIO
Mondays (fortnightly)

Stained Glass (Leadlighting) Group

Tuesdays
IT help in Studio with Tech Exec
Textiles with Judy Glover
En Plein Air with Marg Moran (not in studio)
Wednesdays

Mosaics with Judy Gordon
Ceramics with Jilly Johnston

Thursdays

My Art Group (in recess)

Fridays

2021 is the 40th Anniversary for MACS. It was
decided at our recent Committee meeting to
combine this Anniversary as part of our Annual
Exhibition being held in September contingent
with the River of Art Festival which runs from the
17th to the 26th September.
MACS exhibition dates 24 – 25 September.
Official opening Friday evening and Exhibition on
Saturday.
The Committee decided not to hold the Exhibition
in May due to MACS exit from the Narooma
Visitor Information Centre. We shall again be
holding the Exhibition at Club Narooma because
of their support in the past.
It was decided the 40th Anniversary should be
held as a tribute to our older members and those
who may have moved on but are still contactable.

Life Drawing with Janet Jones 10:00 till noon
Could drawers please arrive in plenty of time to
set up, so there is no interruption to the initial
short poses.

We would like to contact some of these older
artists who have been members of MACS. We
would appreciate any help we can get from
present members as to how we may contact them.

Fees; $15 members, $18 non-members plus $3 for
MACS - to cover tea, coffee, milk, heating etc.

Saturdays

We have many months to organise this Exhibition
and would appreciate hearing from any present
members who would like to help on a subcommittee in this endeavour.

NB: Remember $3 fee for studio attendance

Please direct all responses to
macsartnarooma@gmail.com

Leadlighting for Beginners
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River of Art
Save the Date: 17-26 September 2021

The festival, now in its 16th year, with be back
with greater energy and excitement. Running
from Friday September 17 through to Sunday
September 26, River of Art is a showcase for all
forms of art from paintings and sculpture through
to performance art, film and poetry.
The two very successful COVID-friendly
initiatives introduced last year – the mural event,
REVIVE, and the online Arts Directory – will
again feature this year.

Program EOI’s Now Open
With just six months to go before the 2021
Festival kicks off, expressions of interest are now
being sought from visual artists, performers and
musicians as well as businesses and community
groups who want to be part of the festival
program.
Information about the proposed festival program
and expression of interest forms can be found on
the River of Art website.

Festival Dates: Friday to Sunday 17-26
September 2021 (10 days)
(from ROA website)

Inclusion in the Program is open and free to all
artists, makers, performers, musicians and
venues in the Eurobodalla shire.
Being part of the Festival gives you:
● Promotion of your work/event to a wide
Festival audience (20,000 participants in 2019)
● Your event published on the Festival website
(thousands of hits)
● Images of your work/event/venue published on
the Festival website
● Social media posts and links to your event from
our pages (thousands of hits)
● Listing in our printed program (usually over
12,000 distributed)
● Listing in the new South Coast Arts Directory
on our website
● Promotion of the Festival by Destination NSW
and Eurobodalla Shire Council
● Promotion of the Festival in local, regional and
Canberra-based media including print, radio,
online and social
● Promotion in tourism, arts, events and other
online listings well beyond the region

● Promotion of the Festival in targeted
advertising
Festival Program
The Festival is non-curated, meaning that it
include all events put forward (within reason and
at ROA discretion). We encourage venues to host
an artist or maker, an exhibition or a
performance. And we encourage artists and
performers to hunt down a venue to showcase
their work. We want to see shop fronts,
businesses, clubs, pubs, nooks, crannies, spaces
and places across the region bursting with art,
sound, music, dance, performance and fun!
Program categories:
We currently organise the program around the
following categories – none of these are for you?
Don’t worry, submit your proposal anyway and
we will find a way to fit you in!
Art on Parade
Artists collaborate with businesses, shop-fronts
and cafes to showcase their work. If you register
without a business we will try to find you a
partner or if you say you want to host an artist, we
will try to find you a partner. Consider us a
virtual dating agency.
Open Studios
Open Studios allow art appreciators to meet
directly with artists, see them at work, and
purchase works directly from the artist. If you are
interested in opening your studio, contact us now!
Exhibitions
If you are an individual artist, part of an arts
collective, want to exhibit your work with friends
(say in a vacant shop-front) or are a commercial
gallery, we will include your current exhibition in
our program. This year there will unfortunately be
no River of Art Prize competition or exhibition,
but it will be back in partnership with SOART in
Narooma next year, again with a prize purse of
$2,000 or more.
Workshops
Want to run a workshop? Teach silver-smithing,
painting, quilt making, or want to teach life
drawing in a pub? Sure, let us know what you
have in mind. The more the merrier as we want
artists and makers to share their skills and you get
to decide on the venue, numbers and set your own
fees.
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Music
Are you a musician with a hankering to play
during the Festival or a venue with a gig planned
during our dates? You might be a choir, a duo, a
solo guitarist or a band. Opera? Chamber Music?
Death metal? Well, sure. Let us know and we will
list your gig in the program or work with you to
find a venue. Or, if you are a venue, come on, host
a gig. If you have the perfect location, but no
musician, we will help you find one.
Performance
Have a one-person show? A troupe? A play you
have been rehearsing to perform? Calling all
players and performers and stand up comics to
come forward and put your show on the program.
Artists in Conversation
We welcome artists who want to share their work
at a talk or in conversation. You might want to
host a talk at your current exhibition, at your
open studio, hold a morning tea at a local café, in
a quiet bar. The choice is yours! You might be a
musican, a writer, a poet an artist or an actor. We
want to hear about you work.

MACS Stall – volunteers needed
1st May, 2021
https://www.naroomaoysterfestival.com/volunte
er-registration
We are getting ourselves organised with activities
and displays, yes as always we would love some
help. If you can macsartnarooma@gmail.com

Public Art Trail
REVIVE, our public art project, saw five murals
painted live in 2020. This kick started our
promotion of public art on offer in the region. Tell
us where you are creating a piece of public art and
we will add your site into the Public Art Trail.
Markets
Most of our local markets host makers and
creators, so we’ve added markets into our
program. Let us know when yours is on.
Regional Events
Is your event outside the Eurobodalla, but on or
near the south coast of NSW? Let us know what
you are planning and we will add you to our new
regional events section of the program.

Here are some thoughts from Alison on the MACS
display marquee
We will be having a small display of member’s
work, creating a knotted – weave tapestry with
public participation, and sailing our kites if there
is any wind!
Entry will be FREE for MACS volunteers
(otherwise $25) please let us know if you can
spare an hour or so on the day.
Also works from the Visitor Centre to put on
display.
The theme is “Life in the Ocean”. Time to get

inspired by whales, fish, seals, seaweed, shellfish
and more!
Further details to follow.
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WHAT’S ON
Dalmeny Markets are held on the 2nd Sunday of
every month with stalls open between 8:30 and
12 noon at the Dalmeny Community Hall."

Narooma Markets on the 4th Sunday

This is a free course aimed at providing a tool kit
to help support to other adults who may be
experiencing a mental health problem or mental
health crisis.

The Tilba Festival will be held on Saturday, April
3rd.

As people in the community who are in regular
contact with the community, this may be for you.

The Narooma Oyster Festival is on Friday, April
30th and Sat. May 1st.

Places are limited so bookings are essential.
Kind regards
INDI

Don’t forget works are refreshed at the Narooma
Library Display every 2-3 months and works are
welcomed by Alison Spurgeon and Viv Wood.
Best Regards
Rosy
Editors note: Rosy’s beloved camera is out of
commission at the moment. So less photos than
normal but she will be back to snapping pictures
very shortly.

CONGRATULATIONS to Giovanni and Family
On the arrival of
‘CHARLEY MAE CLARKE ‘
What a lovely portrait of the recent addition to
Giovanni’s Family

MACS Committee Meeting 16th April

Note the meeting scheduled for 19th March was
postponed to 26th to allow Committee members
to attend Jude’s funeral
If you have any suggestions or feedback please
email macsartnarooma@gmail.com
before the 12th April for inclusion in the Agenda. If
it arrives after that date it will be held over until
the next meeting.
Some bits and pieces
Workshop in Berry

https://www.facebook.com/868566833158361/pos
ts/4476278092387199/
Indira Carmichael is hosting a two day
Mental Health First Aid course for artists, arts
and cultural workers, community groups and
volunteers on Monday 19 and Tuesday 20 April
11:00am to 5:00pm
Information about the course is below, follow the
link to register.
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mental-health-firstaid-tickets-145386764727
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Information about COVID-19
There are currently two confirmed COVID-19
cases in Southeastern Sydney as at 28 March,
2021 (locally acquired)

COVID-19 vaccination:
information for the NSW
community
Information about the COVID-19 vaccination for
NSW healthcare workers is available at COVID-19
Vaccination in NSW: Fact Sheet for NSW
Healthcare Workers.
Further information about the rollout of the
COVID-19 vaccine across NSW can be found
at NSW Health's COVID-19 vaccination FAQs.
NSW Health is working closely with the Australian
Government to plan and implement a safe and
effective COVID-19 vaccination program in NSW.
NSW Health's COVID-19 vaccination plans are
underpinned by a strong public health system, as
well as successful immunisation and mass
vaccination programs.

When will I get the COVID-19
vaccine?

The Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine has
been provisionally approved by the Therapeutic
Goods Administration (TGA) for individuals 16 years
and older. This vaccine was made available in NSW in
a phased rollout on 22 February 2021. As doses will
initially be limited, the vaccine will be first made
available to people who are most vulnerable to the
effects of COVID-19 or who have the highest risk of
being exposed to, or spreading, the virus.
In NSW, the first people to receive a COVID-19
vaccine will include:

• Healthcare workers working in locations with

a higher risk of exposure to, and
transmission of COVID-19, such as
emergency departments, COVID-19 testing
clinics, and COVID-19 wards;
• Staff working in designated quarantine
facilities;

• Residents and staff of residential aged and

disability care facilities.
The TGA is reviewing other potential COVID-19
vaccines for use in Australia. On 16 February 2021,
the TGA provisionally approved the
Oxford/AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine for use in
Australia for individuals 18 years and older. The
AstraZeneca vaccine is expected to become available
in March for those eligible in the first phases of the
vaccine rollout.

A COVID-19 vaccine is expected to be available to the
general population later in 2021. For the COVID-19
vaccines that are provisionally approved or likely to
be available in Australia, each person will need to
receive two doses of the vaccine to be adequately
immunised against COVID-19. This means it will take
time for every person to be vaccinated.

Are the COVID-19 vaccines safe?

Any COVID-19 vaccines approved for use in Australia
will be safe and effective. Before a COVID-19 vaccine
is approved for use in Australia, it must pass
the Therapeutic Goods Administration's
(TGA) rigorous assessment and approval processes.
This includes assessment of the vaccine's safety,
quality and effectiveness. The TGA is actively
monitoring COVID-19 vaccine development both in
Australia and around the world and is also part of a
network of international regulators that meet
regularly to discuss the development of COVID-19
vaccines.

Who is responsible for delivering the
COVID-19 vaccination program?

The Australian Government is responsible for
securing and distributing the COVID-19 vaccines and
overseeing the national COVID-19 vaccination
strategy. The NSW Government is collaborating with
the Australian Government to implement the COVID19 vaccination plan in NSW.

What should I do now?

It is important to continue to protect yourself and
others against COVID-19. Even when the vaccine
starts to be administered to the general community
in NSW, it will still be important to practise COVID
safe behaviour:
• Stay 1.5m apart from people you don't live

with

• Wash your hands regularly
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There are some things you can do now, while you
wait to be vaccinated. Find out what you can do to
be ready for your COVID-19 vaccine.

• Get tested immediately and self-isolate if you

have any COVID-19 symptoms

• Wear a face mask when you can't physically

distance, especially in indoor settings
• Choose outdoor settings to gather with others
wherever possible
• Keep up to date with the latest COVID-19 case
locations and information in NSW through
the NSW Government website.
For more information about Australia's COVID-19
vaccination program, visit the NSW Health's COVID19 vaccination FAQs or the Australian Government
Department of Health website

Local outbreak
information
Check your COVID
SAFE ap for more
information on Cases
in Australia

Downloads

Reputable information about
vaccines is available from:

COVID-19 vaccination – Australia's
COVID-19 vaccine national roll-out
strategy

• Therapeutic Goods Administration
• National Centre for Immunisation Research

and Surveillance

• Australian Technical Advisory Group on

Immunisation (ATAGI)

• Australian Academy of Science
• World Health Organization

Current as at: Tuesday 23 February 2021
Contact page owner: Health Protection NSW

•

Download COVID-19 vaccination
– Australia's COVID-19 vaccine national rollout strategy asPDF - 899 KB, 5 pages
A full list of COVID-19 testing clinics is available or
people can visit their GP.
Remember to sign in with QR code
and sign out as well

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Check your current eligibility
COVID-19 vaccines – priority rollout
COVID-19 vaccine national rollout phases
Advice on priority groups for COVID-19
vaccination in Australia
Why these groups are prioritised
What this means for you

NOTE: all information shown here is taken directly
from NSW Health and Australian Government
Department of Health web sites.
Opinions expressed are those of the experts only

Check your current eligibility

Use the COVID-19 vaccine eligibility checker to see
in which phase you will be eligible to receive a
COVID-19 vaccine. You may need to provide
evidence of eligibility to your vaccination provider
before you can receive a COVID-19 vaccine.
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Please Support our Sponsors
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MACS Committee

Executive Committee
President

Christine Macauley

Vice President 1

Judy Glover

Vice President 2

Julie Hartley

Treasurer

Alison Spurgeon

Secretary/Facebook Editor

Gilly Kearney

Committee Members
Public Officer and Membership

Julie Hartley

Library & Whale Galleries

Viv Wood, Alison Spurgeon

Course Coordinator

Vacant

Print Media & Photography

Rosy Williams

Newsletter and Web Page

Christine Kris Macauley

MACS Quartermaster

Judy Glover

Committee

Neil Burnside

Conveners
Drawing & Painting

Margaret Moran

Life Drawing

Janet Jones

Lead Lighting

Bob Burnside

Mosaics

Judy Gordon

My Art World

Vacant

Plein Air

Margaret Moran

Pottery

Jill Johnston

Textiles

Judy Glover

VIC Gallery Curator

Margaret Moran and Judi de Smet

Key Register

Vacant

Contacts

macsartnarooma@gmail.com

Visitor Information Centre Manager

Lisa Brown
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MACS Workshops, 2021

Oil Painting

Tutor: Janet Jones
Saturday and Sunday 8 & 9 May 2021
from 10am to 3pm each day

MACS Studio

24 Glasshouse Rocks Road
Limit of 8 people
Fee $95.00
Register by 23 April

We will study composition and construction, blocking in, colour mixing,and layering stages
to the end result. It will be a simple still life, so if you have a favourite object or two,
bring them along.
The workshop is for beginners or people with some experience inpainting.
There is a Materials List for this Workshop.

Name

Phone

Email
Member Number

Signature

Please pay:
- by mail to PO Box 182, Narooma 2546

-

in person at Narooma Visitor Centre
by direct deposit to:
Montague Art & Craft Society Inc.
BSB 641800
A/c No. 200806267
Your Ref WS-Oil21
plus your name and Membership Number

For office use:
Fee paid:

$95.00

Date

Barcode

WS-Oil21

Paid by card/transfer/cash
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MACS Workshops, 2021
MIXED MEDIA

Tutor: Margaret Moran
Mondays 6 weeks from
2 August to 6 September, 2021
1pm to 4pm each day

MACS Studio

24 Glasshouse Rocks Road
Limit of 8 people - Fee is $99.00
Register by 23 July

Weeks 1, 2, and 3 - we will be looking at creating some of the more traditional forms of mixed
media, like line and wash, and combining wet anddry media.
Weeks 4, 5, and 6 - we will be looking a more creative and contemporarymethods using wet
and dry media plus stencilling and printmaking.
There is a materials list for this Course.

Name

_______________Phone

Email
Member Number

Signature

Please pay:
by mail to PO Box 182, Narooma 2546

-

in person at Narooma Visitor Centre
by direct deposit to:
Montague Art & Craft Society Inc.
BSB 641800
A/c No. 200806267
Your Ref WS-Oil21
plus your name and Membership Number

For office use:
Fee paid:

$99.00

Non-members

$149.00

Date

Barcode

WS-Mix21

Paid by card/transfer/cash

16

