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President’s Report
Hi Everyone
So much has happened over
the Summer months with the
fires in the South East of NSW.
I know that some of you have
had more than your fair share
of worries at this time and
hope that you are now feeling that we may be
getting back to some semblance of normal.
Studio groups are getting back together and new
courses starting. It is wonderful to look out of the
window and not see smoke. Woodworking Skills
and Lead lighting for Beginners Workshops both
these courses are filled. We thank Dick Nagle of the
Narooma Men’s Shed for passing on some of his
skills as tutor to the Woodworking group. Bob
Burnside has again availed us of his knowledge for
the Lead lighting for Beginners course and we hope
that he will run a follow up session later in the year.

wonderful region in which we live. You do not have
to do anything too onerous and if you do not wish
to be involved with the cash register you do not
have to do that. Just talking to people is the most
helpful thing you can do. You may not think you
know everything about our region, but you learn on
the job. Many of us still find out new things about
Narooma every day.
Alison Spurgeon and Kate Wall will be organising
our next major exhibition on 29/30/31 May 2020.
It will again be held at Club Narooma during the
Buskers Festival and a public holiday in Canberra.
They will be advising all members on their ideas for
this exhibition very soon. It is to be a themed
exhibition and open to Members of MACS only.

The Narooma Visitor Centre which we manage had
to close for many days during the fires due to power
and communication problems. Many of Narooma’s
businesses closed during what is usually their peak
period and all suffered a downturn in sales. Please
continue to support our region and recommend our
local services and products to family and friends
when they visit.
We have, however noticed an increase in visitors
and support for the area over the last few weeks.
Hopefully this will continue until well into winter.
Also, just a reminder to members the Visitor Centre
(VIC) always welcomes new volunteers to work at
the Centre. Several people will be away over April
and May so if you would like to do this you are most
welcome. It is a great way to tell visitors about the

MACS is involved with the Four Winds Festival.
Several of our members have been helping Cheryl
Davison, Creative Director for Indigenous art at the
Festival, to make stars out of cane.

1

These stars are being completed by school children
and carried to the Festival to illustrate a story
Cheryl will tell at the free opening night of the Four
Winds Festival Friday 10 April
at Bermagui from 5 – 6.30 pm.
MACS is also involved with the Narooma Oyster
Festival. 1 – 2 May 2020.

I have been advised by our landlords they have
rented Building 2 for storage and ask that MACS
members remove anything left in that building over
the next 2 weeks. Please attend to this if your
Studio Group has left anything in that building as
soon as possible.

Over the past 3 years we have made kites to fly at
the Festival but there was very little wind and
subsequently it was difficult to get the kites to fly.
We will bring them on Saturday 2 May but will also
concentrate on a new idea to encourage children to
participate in art.

Annual fees fell due on 1st January, so if you have
not already please pay at the Narooma Visitor
Centre. Please make sure you have your form with
you and filled out to ensure we have your up to date
details. Yes, they will have a blank form for you if
you forget yours.

A frame will be made up using fishing net (cotton)
for children and adults to knot coloured pieces of
fabric to make a landscape picture of Narooma.
Viv Wood has offered to draw an outline on the net
for people to knot their coloured pieces in the right
area to complete the scene.

Remember all memberships are now $40 (adult)
and distance memberships are also $40.
Commission on art sales is still only 20% for all
members.

Volunteers get free admission and T shirts to wear
at the Festival.

Judy Glover
President MACS

Watch this space for new mural
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Participants required for MACS Mural Project
Do you have sometime in March to help bring our new building mural to life?
After a very disjointed start to the year the mid two weeks have been settled on to lift our design from paper to
the wall of our studio. To allow our project to flow steadily to completion your support would be appreciated in
the follow areas.
Stage one 8 -15 March
Plot Out - approximately 4 hours for four or more folk
8th Sunday - evening so projector works at its best or 10th Tuesday AM,
15th Sunday - paint in background - approximately 4 hours for four or more folk.
Stage two 17 - 24 March
Paint in Detail - approximately 2-4 hours for four teams of two or more folk.
17th Tues am.....painting wall edge detail
22nd Sunday......flowers
22nd Sunday.......bird and bee
24th Tues am......if we next extra time
Please view some the working Drawings attached.
If you are available to contribute please forward your name and preferred availability to Natasha at
tash.kalenjuk@gmail.com by COB Sunday 1 March
Work schedule compiled and released by Wednesday 4 March. All welcome regardless of your experience in
this domain. The project manager will be on hand to provide martials, guidance and advice throughout.
For further information contact Natasha by email: tash.kalenjuk@gmail.com
AND VERY BIG THANK YOU TO SO MANY THAT HAVE HELPED IT GET THUS FAR, YOUR TIME,
EXPERIENCE AND INPUT IS SO VALUABLE. LET’S KEEP SHARING THE EXPERIENCE AND ENJOYING
ART

Working Drawing 1
Initial sketch
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This is the final sketch. Showing how
beautiful our region is.
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Mondays
Textiles and Felting 10:00am to 4pm
Textiles - knit or crochet; hand-sew or machinesew, with sewing machines and an overlocker
available, enjoy meeting new people with a mutual
interest.

Fridays - 10am to
12noon - Life Drawing
and good atmosphere;
for any skill level.

Tuesdays
Plein air drawing and painting – Mornings
location - see map

Members $3 studio plus
$10 to cover fee for
model

Wednesdays
Mosaics - 10am to 1pm Drawing and Painting – 1
pm – 4 pm
- work in your own medium at whatever level. A
tutor is available to give individual help
New members welcome, forms available at the
Studio

Elizabet & Margaret
Artists at Work

Studio activities cater to entry level
New members can attend twice as a guest before
joining as a Member. Costs are $40 annual
fee plus once only $10 joining fee.

New MACS weekly group:
Thursdays

Thursdays, 10 – 1, Beginning March 19
If anyone wishes to have a chat about it, come Fee:
Each week we'll have a new idea for the following
session. These can be provided – with help from
ideas garnered from the internet - or as members
suggest. This is where you start to open
understandings of your own and others' art worlds.
$3 studio use.
Materials: as described for each task

Jude Thompson, Course convenor 0428623213 or
juthom52@gmail.com
Photos by Rosy

5

Gallery News

Mosaics Group

Margi O’Connor and Alison Spurgeon have taken
over the organisation of artworks for display at the
library and the Whale Coast Real Estate.
Change over days will be quarterly with the dates
for the rest of the year to be confirmed for the April

newsletter.
Meanwhile, check out the new works at the library,
including this stunning floral picture by Margaret
Moran

Leader Judy Gordon has had a great idea for a new
group activity - making mosaic dragonflies out of
recycled materials.
The mosaic group on Wednesday mornings is
always buzzing with activity

Thankyou Alison for these lovely photos
This ordinary flowerpot is transformed in the
Mosaics workshop
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South East Arts

Sculpture at Bermagui 6th – 15th March 2020
Create NSW Small Project Grants
$500 to $5,000 towards your project
http://bit.ly/2pPCvR5
Gallery Bodalla
The highly skilled and poignant work of local artists
- photographer Toby Whitelaw & printmaker
Julie Mia Holmes - feature in the upcoming
exhibition at Gallery Bodalla
Thursday 19 March to Sunday 12 April.
Titled “Shelter in Place” the show is based on
both artists’ reflections on the recent devastating
fires.

The Collector & The Alchemist
Carmel Cox and Paul Dimmer
Exhibition @ The BAS
15 February to 8 March

All are warmly invited to share in opening drinks
with the artists Saturday 21 March at 3pm,
with music by guitarist extraordinaire John
Hoorweg.
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Annual Exhibition
MACS
May 29 – June 1, Club Narooma
39th

Convenors Alison Spurgeon and Kate Wall
MACS 39th Annual Art Exhibition will be held on
May 29- June 1, in Club Narooma.
This is also the weekend of the Busking Festival in
Narooma so there should be plenty of people about
for a great community weekend.

Four Winds which will then go on to Oyster
Festival, with River of Art and Buskers Festival.

En Plein Air with Margaret Moran (Cont.)
Some photos of En Plein Air group out on site.
“We have been out Horse Island Road for the last
couple of weeks, capturing the effects of the fires.

This year the overall theme of the exhibition will be
“Landscapes”.
There will be four categories within this theme ie:
People in the landscape
Animals in the landscape
Renewal in the landscape
Music in the landscape
Due to the size of the venue, artists will again be
limited to 3 pieces of work each.
If anyone would like to help with the organisation
of the exhibition eg with the raffle, please contact
Alison on 0487 184 327

(Editor’s note) It is pure coincidence these two
articles are on same page but if it helps with
inspiration then that is a good thing.

Some really good work came from it.” (Margaret
Moran)
Autumn and Winter Calendars & Maps next page

En Plein Air with Margaret Moran
Tuesday mornings
(note from Margaret on what time the sessions
start)
The morning seems to be the norm, but we come at
different times according to the weather etc etc.
They just turn up whenever, some at 8am, some at
10am, but on hot days it's nice to get there around
7.30am. We keep in touch via Whatsap, which
anyone new can link up with.
By the way, it looks like we will have the South
Coast Pastel Society joining us from time to
time,which will be good.
MACS enjoys working with other groups. Working
with Cheryl Davison recently on making “stars” for

NOTE: Change to Calendar
Billys Beach will be 17th & 24th March and
Judi's place will be 3rd & 10th March
8
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Exhibitions
Narooma Library and Whale Coast Realty
Curator: Alison Spurgeon

Narooma Visitor Centre
Curators: Margaret Moran & Judy De Smeth, Delivery of entries: Friday each week

2020 List of proposed workshops
Leadlighting for beginners.
Tutor: Bob Burnside
Saturdays 10am to 12pm
Feb 29 to April 4 (class full)
Woodworking Skills: Introduction to hand tools
Tutor: Narooma Men’s Shed: Dick Nagle.
Mondays 1pm to 4pm. (class full)
Mixed Media
Perspex Sculpture -To be advised
Note: Depending on response to the first two courses, there may be a follow-up
course for each later in the year.
Leadlighting for Beginners is a very popular course and again this
year filled very quickly. Many members asked for a repeat and an
opportunity to attend.
Course Outline
You will produce an A4 size piece of leadlight while gaining
experience in drawing on glass, designing, cutting glass, cutting lead,
assembling, soldering, and puttying.
Most materials provided and tools shared.
You will need to bring:
Artline pen 200 (fine 0.4), Artline pen 210 (medium 0.6), steel
ruler, pencils.
And please wear:
plastic safety goggles, disposable gloves, enclosed shoes, and an apron or no loose
clothing.
Workshops are restricted in size so if you were not able to get a place, there may be another
later in the year depending on demand and availability.
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General Happenings
Woolen Squares
For those of you who have been busy knitting squares and
have some ready please take them in to the Visitor Centre
before the 15th March as Lisa Brown at the Narooma Visitor
Information Centre has kindly offered to deliver them to the
organisers.
Timeframe: Tuesday 17 March 2020 from 1900-2130,
Sharon will host a Crafting Circle drop off, knit, crochet
stitch up event in O’Connor.
Address: The Youth Coalition of the ACT, 46 Clianthus St
O’Connor ACT 2602
Copy of letter written by President Judy Glover to Narooma News.
We, at the Narooma Visitor Information Centre have noticed an improved upsurge of tourists coming back to the
area. This is a good news story. Between 40 and 50 tourists a day visiting us. Mostly from NSW and other States
during the week and the ACT on weekends. Overseas tourists are once again visiting this area staying in our hotels
and motels and spending money. Many come in to chat to say how they have missed coming to the South Coast and
how can they best help us. They are pleased to see new growth in the fire blackened areas and commend us on our
bravery through our fire crisis. We are feeling so much support and love from our tourists that we wanted to share
this with the wider community.
If you see a tourist from out of town, stop to say G’Day. Share your story if you have one from January. They are
interested and would love to hear what you have to say.
We look forward to their continuing support. We appreciate it.
Judy Glover
Narooma Visitor Information Centre

MACS helping in aftermath of Bush Fires:

MACS helpers were kept busy sorting and packing general household goods for donations to local groups to
disperse them to those who are in immediate
need, due to the fire crisis. The Macauley family
generously lent their large shed for sorting of
donated goods. About 20
MACS members lent a hand to sort and pack,
guided by wise words from
President Judy Glover, the organizer Orit KarneyWinters from Bateman's Bay,
and some help from the Men's Shed, Narooma,
who helped with the heavy lifting.

" Happy to Help; About 20 MACS members lent a hand to help pack donated
goods for the immediate needs of displaced people of the Euro Shire.
Organiser Orit Karney-Winters of Bateman's Bay and members of the Men's Shed
Narooma, also gave a helping hand. Thank you to all our MACS members who
answered the call! "
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Please Support our Sponsors
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MACS

Executive Committee
President

Judy Glover

Vice President 1

Margi O’Connor

Vice President 2

Julie Hartley

Treasurer

Cally Hannah

Secretary

Gilly Kearney

Ordinary Committee Members
Public Officer

Julie Hartley

Membership

Julie Hartley

Library & Whale Galleries

Margi O’Connor and Alison Spurgeon

Workshop Coordinator

Judith Thompson

Print Media & Photography

Rosy Williams

Newsletter, Facebook, Web Page

Christine Kris Macauley

Conveners
Drawing & Painting

Margaret Moran

Life Drawing

Janet Jones

Mosaics

Judy Gordon

Plein Air

Margaret Moran

Pottery

Jill Johnston

Textiles

Judy Glover

VIC Gallery Curator

Margaret Moran and Judi de Smet

Studio Manager – Key Register

Judith Thompson

Contacts

macsartnarooma@gmail.com or 44762881

Visitor Information Centre Manager

Lisa Brown
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